FOTORAMBLAS

Photographs of a studio in Barcelona. 1956 — 1998.

FOTORAMBLAS is a collection of photographs taken at the photography studio
with the same name that was open in the Ramblas of Barcelona, Spain, from
the mid- '50s to 1998.

This entire bequest (photographs and negatives) is a tribute to photography as
the social, cultural and anthropological register of Barcelona within the context
of this specific historical moment.

Mariam, ‘60s. Vedettes Series.

B/W photograph, RC paper.
B/W photograph, RC paper. 62 % 52 cm.

62 x 52 cm.

Pedro Carrasco, ‘60s. Boxers Series.
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Particularities of this photography studio

Its wonderful location, in the Ramblas, which is the crux of Barcelona’s life.

Its beginning in the time when Barcelona starts to re-emerge from the gloomy
consequences produced by the Spanish Civil War. It is also a period in which
Spain, since the end of the 19th century, is one of the Occidental countries
where more photography studios were being opened.

The most representative images may be the boxers, fighters and vedettes
portrait series. They are authentic characters of the Ciutat Vella and Paral-lel
quarters which incarnate, through the images of their semi-naked bodies, an
alternative and non-conformist posture to the Franco regime.

FOTORAMBLAS wasn't just searched by artists, sportsmen and professionals,
but also by many anonymous people and businessmen that wanted to promote
their product. The photography studios of that first era (from the 50s to the 70s),
fulfiled an important social duty, different to the role they have today.

FOTORAMBLAS’ images ennobled and immortalized the image of one's self. In
front of the camera and the fictions it represented, everything got unified and
the whole world occupied the same place and the same dimension. From the
most famous to the most anonymous, they all appeared invading the same
space on paper.

Some peculiar images of objects were also generated, like those of the
Maniquies Fondevilla, that presume to be en anticipation of many contemporary
artistic proposals, endeavours that use objective photographic images as
creative language.

Content

A legacy composed by 1400 negatives from that time, corresponding to
photographs taken at FOTORAMBLAS during the years it was open. Moreover,
there are 500 original vintage photographs developed in RC paper, 24 x 30 cm.,
and 14 pieces in a 60 x 40 format.

From this studio, 5 photographers emerged: Vives, Quimet, Rafael Mufioz,
Alberto Fonollosa y José Maria Cirés, artists who created a varied iconography
over a period of time, with photographs that can thus be grouped into series.

The broad iconographic universe generated by this studio provides the

characteristics that the contemporary gaze needs to define and understand
historically the forms which define the era.

www.galeriadelsangels.com



www.galeriadelsangels.com

Series

Boxers

Vedettes

Objects

Fighters

Portraits
Singers and musicians
Theatre and dancing companies
Variety show groups

Family groups



BOXERS SERIES

Boxer

Boxer

@
¥

Pedro Carrasco, 60s.

Chinea

Boxing reached its golden age in the '60s and '70s; the Paral-lel was a nucleus, where boxers
and spectators met. It became a mass sport from which many national emblematic figures
emerged, like Pedro Carrasco. Boxers and fighters passed by FOTORAMBLAS to dignify their

figure and, in this way, bring themselves closer to fame.
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VEDETTES SERIES

Mariam Sandra the Egipcia.

Perla Africa Prats

In the night world from the '70s and '80s, many of the longings of Spanish society were
revealed: vedettes, comedians, musicians, singers and other artists fed the desire for
liberalization. The theatrical poses and their extreme nakedness stand out in the series, they
provoke and face the moral and correcting parameters of the society at that time. In the areas
surrounding the Ramblas were the locales of the most famous theatre and variety shows of the
city, a paradigm of the modernization of Spanish society
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OBJECTS SERIES

Maniquies Fondevilla Maniquies Fondevilla

Maniquies Fondevilla Maniquies Fondevilla

The Fondevilla mannequins are some of the most original and artistic elements of the collection.
The images, which project a remarkable purity of form, force the spectator to do undertake an
interpreting effort and thus manage to capture the beauty and sublimation of an object as a
photographed object. This series should be considered historically in the moment when
photography jumped from a technical activity to an artistic endeavour.
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FIGHTERS SERIES

Fighter Fighter

Pair of fighters Pair of flghters

Boxing reached its golden age in the '60s and '70s; the Paral-lel was a nucleus, where boxers
and spectators met. It became a mass sport from which many national emblematic figures
emerged, like Pedro Carrasco. Boxers and fighters passed by FOTORAMBLAS to dignify their
figure and, in this way, bring themselves closer to fame.
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PORTRAITS SERIES

Hairdresser’s publicity Hairdresser’s publicity

Coloured portrait Coloured portrait

From the '70s on, the capitalist and consumer society became a part of Spain, bringing publicity
and certain aesthetic models into view. The adoption of the North American vision of beauty, as
demonstrated by film stars, shows the cultural and social transformation that Spain experienced
during this period. The individual portraits in colour, which only appear in this series, stand out
because it was an innovative technique in that time, value of FOTORAMBLAS studio.
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SINGERS AND MUSICIANS SERIES

Rudy Ventura

Sony y Marka Manolo (Manolo y Marisa duet)

In the night world from the '70s and '80s, many of the longings of Spanish society were
revealed: vedettes, comedians, musicians, singers and other artists fed the desire for
liberalization. During the era of the modernization of Spanish music, artists distanced
themselves from the classical cannon and grew closer to Europe and the general public. In the
areas surrounding the Ramblas were the locales of the most famous theatre and variety shows
of the city, a paradigm of the modernization of Spanish society.
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THEATRE AND DANCING COMPANIES

Dancing company (anonymous)

Coral Guitart company

In the night world from the '70s and '80s, many of the longings of Spanish society were revealed
feeding on the desire for liberalization. During the era of the modernization of Spanish music,
artists distanced themselves from the classical cannon and grew closer to Europe and the
general public. In the areas surrounding the Ramblas were the locales of the most famous
theatre and variety shows of the city, a paradigm of the modernization of Spanish society.
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VARIETY SHOW GROUPS SERIES

Ballesteros sisters Variety show group (anonymous)

Variety show group (anonymous) Variety show group (anonymous)

In the night world from the '70s and '80s, many of the longings of Spanish society were
revealed: vedettes, comedians, musicians, singers and other artists fed the desire for
liberalization. During the era of the modernization of Spanish music, artists distanced
themselves from the classical cannon and grew closer to Europe and the general public. In the
areas surrounding the Ramblas were the locales of the most famous theatre and variety shows
of the city, a paradigm of the modernization of Spanish society.
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FAMILY GROUPS SERIES

Fiancées Best man and matron of honour

Friend group

Family group

In this series the traditional portrait maintains classic formal stereotypes. Given the general lack
of cameras, and the high price of photographs, family portraits were a valuable and appreciated
object in each home at that time. These are perhaps the images which succeed most in
showing the social reality of the Franco era and its principles: the family nucleus, Catholicism,
scarcity, and honesty to the regime. In addition, the series reflects the desires of many
immigrants who wished to send photographs to their families to prove how successful were they
in Barcelona, a testimonial to the large wave of immigrants that arrived in the city in this era.
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Avalilable Material

Available materials for the exhibition:

- photographs of the period

- 1400 negatives that correspond to images taken in the studio

- 500 original vintage photographs developed in RC paper, of 24 x 30 cm
- 14 pieces in format 60 x 40 cm

Complimentary activities

This archive makes it possible to create discussions tables, seminars and conferences on
society and leisure time in the ‘60s and ‘70s.

Jose Maria Cires, one of the five masters that ran the studio, could possibly take part in it, as
well as many of the characters that compound FOTORAMBLAS.

The archive also has the publication FOTORAMBLAS (Catélogo, Tf. Editores, Madrid 2002, with
texts by Rafael Doctor Roncero), that has been very successful and has received a large
amount of press in periodicals, radio and television, in both national and international media.

FOTORAMBLAS, Tf. Editores, Madrid, 2002.
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